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Greetings to you in Jesis'
name:

The Bible is God's Word to us. To us it it also the witness 10 the Cheist Evenst
The word “Bible™ comes from the Latin word “biblio™ which mean “book™
The Bible is a book to be read. Reading & important to our Christian
development. But why read? [In an age of MTV, audio-visuals (and reduced
attention span) why read mdeed?

Pastor Edmund Chan of Covenant Evangelical Free Cherch shares these
insights recently as an address in the launching of a mew Christian book by

local nuthor Huang Sabin.

“ Allow me to share, from my own pilgrimage, the joy of reading.

Of Inte, 1 find myself reading books, not so much for the thoughts they give fo me but
rather for the thought they provolod in me; nel in giving me something new to think
nbout, but rather o show me a new way of thinkng.

You see, in my voasthful vears, | resd primarily for igfrmation, for knowledge. ideas
and stimulating thoughts, In my thirties, | found mysell reading primarily for inxighr;
for new thoughis and new idems. Today, of the dawn of my forties, | find myself
reading primarily for imegrubon, to mesningfully contemplate old thoughts n new
ways Toreflect on them 1o add my own input and 1o make them my own. Thas, it
seema that the best books, st this stage of my life, are those that remingd me of the things
thai | had already known bol hive perhaps forgofien o ignored.  And they do it wilh
such clarity of thought snd maviery of words, thet | rediscover them within me In a
fresh and profound way,

As such, | encourage people 1o cultivate the art of reading. And with |1, the art af
thinking and reflective living. As | reflect on my reading migrimage, | discover rome
helpful tips alng the way:-
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Are You Called?

Are you calked? Then find ol how the men and women in the Bible wena
calked,

God called Samual {1 Sam 3) and Paul (Acts 9) by name. He presenied |salah

{Iza 0 with a need, Jonah (Jonah 1) and Deborah (Judges 4:4-9) wara given a
spacific lask ina spacific place. God pre-amanged the path for John ihe Baplist
{Mark 1:2-7}. God senl somaone 1o influence Elisha {1 Kings 19:19-21). God
hail 0 keesp on nudglng Moses (Exodus 384).




Porgiveness

Genesis answers TFFTFFFTFTFFTTTTT
12" September 1999: This morning, as the Bible reader at the
worship service read the Old Testament lesson Genesis 50:15-21, my mind
wondered off to Kosovo. When Bro. Jerry Lam referred to the story of
Naomi in the Book of Ruth, my mind floated off to Kosovo. Why Kosovo

in particular?

Both the Genesis passage and Naomi’s story have in common the
encouragement on the virtue of maintaining good affection with one another
and the preservation of harmony with a forgiving spirit. A very noble, nay
idealistic, instruction it must be in minds of listeners who are very ordinary
people like you and me, not saints. When someone slaps you on the right
cheek, pray tell me whether you would turn your left cheek to him as well
without feeling like a fool. While the turning of the cheek may be an
extreme example of humility and forbearance (difficult, but not impossible
to put into practice), the story of intense hatred and vindictiveness in the
minds of little kids in Kosovo as I read recently in Newsweek (September 6,
1999) rang a bell in my head as an example at the other extreme: “Do unto
them what they did unto us with abhorrence!” A seven-year-old Albanian
gir] bragged about Serbs being forced out of their homes. A nine-year-old
Albanian boy pulled out a toy gun-metal grey automatic pistol that looked
large and frighteningly real, stating without hesitation his intention to kill
Serbs when he grows up. Clearly, the children with impressionable minds
are more in need of a lesson on forgiveness instead of hatred. I do not know
what historically started the cycle of hatred between the Serbs and the
Albanians. But I do know that a few months ago, the Serbs went on a cruel
rampage against their arch-enemies, the Albanians; later the tables turned
and now the Albanians have their chance to take revenge. Yet, I do not
know when the tables may be turned agam and the cycle of vengeance
continues to eternity.



The purpose of this article is for us to reflect on where we stand
beiween the extremes of “lurning the other cheek with humility and
forbearance™ and making “Do unto them what they dare do unto us” the
moito of our lives. Pui aside Kosovo, Taiwan's {wo-states principle,
East Timor's violence, Japancse atrocities during WW 11, the Holocaust
and any other high-profile international examples that may come to
mind that we don't understand why forgiveness has to be a very remole
entity. Think closer home aboul daily relationships between
colleagues, between spouses, between siblings, etc. Perhaps, if we have
the inclination to contemplate both, we will find that there s a common
cause for the perpetuation of hurt and anger - the human cause, the

unforgiving heart,

Indisputably, forgiving is never a piece of cake. One cannot say
“Just forgive lah™ and expect a quick soflening of heart. You cannot
expect that by gquoting what Jesus said about “forgiving 70 times
seven” and saying a silent prayer, then lo and behold you will find the
hurt and anger melting away. A forgiving spirit does not come to us at
an instant’s command. We need to cultivate it, beginning first with a
recognition of the difficulty to forgive and with a desire 1o embark on
an ongoing process lo change the heart with God®s help to eradicate the
confusion and ambivalence of our thoughts and feelings about the hurt
- nit by our own elforts alone, Tt does help if we have the foresight to
see that anger direcled against a person leads us mowhere and a
vindictive act oflen begins a evéle sinking us deeper and deeper into the
mire of hurt and anger. Retaining hurt and anger in our hean, there is
o space for peace lo sette down, [f we recognise thal comparatively,
there is more 1o gain from forgiving than embarking on a war {whether
of the cold or fiery variety), we will know betier whal to do.

Rack o Genesls 50:15-21, Joseph’s brothers upon the death of
their father were afraid that Joseph might hold a grodge agamst them
foor 1helr past wrongs. Labouring under a guilty conscience, the brothers
did nol just abandon bope and dwell under the shadow of jealousy
jowards Jloseph, but picked up courage to humble themselves before
hini. confess their faull and beg his pardon. They even offered 1o be his
slaves. Joseph could have secepled their offer to get back at them lor



once selling him off. Instead, he saw their humanity and, with a great deal
of compassion, confirmed his reconciliation and affection to them. fle even
assured them of the continuance of his kindness to provide for them and
their children: He comforted them, and, to remove all their fears. spoke
kindly to them.

Genesis 50:15-21 not only teaches us to render good for evil as
exemplified by Joseph’s excellent spirit when he forgave readily without
setting any terms, but also teaches us to be ready to apologise and seck
forgiveness for our own wrongs instead of enslaving ourselves by guilt. To
this end, it would help if we can banish our own inability to forgive and
forget, and thus remove a shadow in which we often live in suspicion of the
sincerity and goodwill of others. It would have been worse off for Joseph’s
brothers had they retained the suspicions and jealousy towards Joseph in
their hearts and harboured evil thoughts or hatred. Their initial fears of an
unforgiving Joseph were unfounded.

The inability of two parties to strike a peace accord is often also due
to a lack of ability to accept the circumstances of suffering in humility and
in recognition of God’s sovereign will. Hurt, not by people but by
circumstances, can severely test a person’s threshold of tolerance for a real
inequity or an imagined affront due to the work of envy in our minds. The
example of Naomi (see Ruth 1) must be thought provoking. She was a
suffering woman: a distressed housekeeper in a foreign land (v. 1, 2). a
pitiable widow who had lost two sons to boot (v. 3-5), a perplexed mother-
in-law who parted with one daughter-in-law with sorrow and took with her
another in fear when returning to her own country (v. 6-18), and a destitute
woman who depended on the charity of friends (v. 19-22). She took all
afflictions in her stride, all that seemed to be bitterly against her, yet
working for good. Tribulation works patience.

Reading Jesus’ instruction “Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you” (Matt 5:44), what comes to mind is that our enemies
could be:

e Persons who have really hurt us
e Persons whom we think have hurt us



¢ [maginary enemies due to our inability to reconcile with a
situation

Therefore, what we nced 0 do 1o check our
spleen 15 pot just magnamimily and Jove, but nlso &
true understanding of reality. Like Joseph, instead
of revenge, we see the human side of our “enemies”
and reflect on our own humanity, submitting
ourselves 1o the reality of a diving purpose in all
events and so surrendering to God our desire for
vengeance, Even u bad boy like the Prodigal Son
can be forgiven.

John Lee
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I'his was followed by Ewe Ewe's
sharing which I lound to be very
meaning ful.

She basically delivered a
challenge for all of us to serve
with molivation and dedication
She pointed out that the current
team s amazing due 1o the
varicly of talents thal we have,
This was when she shared the
siory of the cracked pot (see
)
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Mot many of us have ‘perfect’

qualities like the other poi. God
made each one of us unique fo

serve him in a moaltitutle of

ways. Some of us are good al
certam things that others are not.

If one 15 willing, God will use us
mightily, Ewe Ewe was [rank
about the ONerous
responsibilities of a  Sunday
School teacher, It Is not a job to
be taken lightly. Manv parents
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holiness in spirit. They will begin to
fulfit My prophecy and to do My will. |
will walk in them, talk in them and
work in them.

During one of the nights in hell, Mary
together with Jesus stopped before a
group of demons singing and chanting
and praising Satan. They seemed to
be enjoying themselves immensely.
Jesus said,” | will let you hear what
they are saying.”

“We will go to this house today and
torment those that are there. We will
get more power from Lord Satan if we
do this right,” they said. “Oh, yes, we
will cause a lot of pain and sickness
and much grief to them all. They
began to dance and sing evil songs of
worship to Satan, glorying in evil.”

A demon said, "We will have to watch
very carefully for those who believe in
Jesus, for they can cast us out.”

Lord Jesus also told Mary that He has
charge His angels to keep His people
from these evil spirits, and their works
do not prosper. He 8lso protects many
of the unsaved, even though they do
not know it. He has many angels
employed to stop Satan's wicked
plans. There are many demons in the
air and on the earth. He had allowed

Mary to see some of these demons,

but others cannot. That is why the
- truth of the gospel must be preached
to everyone. The truth will set men
free, and He will protect them from the
evil. In His name there is deliverance
and freedom. . He has all power in
heaven and earth. Do not fear Satan,
but fear Gaod.

While walking through Hell, they came
to a place called outer darkness. There
were weeping and gnashing of teeth, a
utter hopelessness was felt in this
place. A giant angel about thirty feet
tall with no wing had a large disk in his
left hand and was turning slowing and
lift up high ready to throw it. There was
a fire in the middle to the disk and
people were swimming in and out,
over and under the flaming waves. On
the outside of the disk was the
blackest of darkness. Only the light
from the flames in the disk illuminated
the night air. In that light | saw people
trying to swim to the edges of the disk.
Some of them would almost reach the
sides when a suction force from inside
the disk would drag them back into the
flames. Their forms turned to
skeletons with misty-grey souls. This
was just another part of hell.

Mary wondered what this angel going
to do with the disk. Jesus could read
her thoughts and said, "This is outer
darkness. Remember that my Word
says, "The chidren of the kingdom
shall be cast out into outer darkness:
there shall be weeping and gnashing of
testh.”

“Lord,” Mary said, “You mean your
servanis are here?”

“Yes,” Said Jesus, “servants that
turned back after | called them.
Servants who loved the world more
than Me and went back to wallowing in
the mire of sin. Servants that would
not stand for the Truth and for
Holiness. It is better that one never
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everything." An evil laugh came from
him.

The man was handed papers to sign
and he gladly gave all his belongings
to the beast. What happens when this
living dead man went home to his wife,
read for your self.

Our Lord is a merciful God. He gives
us a choice to choose, whereas the
beast controlled the mind of those who
served him. Jesus is so rich in love
and aways ready to receve us with
open arms. Don't keep Him waiting, go
to Him now and ask Him to forgive us
for things that He asks us to do, we
didnt do and the things that we
shoukdn't do but keep on doing.

As | read through this book, ' |
appreciate and give thanks to the
Creator more and more; He made this
world so beautiful for our enjoyment.
Of course Heaven is the best! It is for
eternity. Lord Jesus promised in Matt.
11:30 “For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light” Remember, He is
always with us accomplishing the task
He has entrusted us to do.

Pastor Yee's Comments:

The views contained in the hook reviewed
ahove do not necessarily conform to the
heliefs of the Lutheran Church.

Editor’s Comments.

We helieve that Dorothy has a love for
God. which translates into a love for her
fellow man, which compels her to share
such a terrifving vision. We helieve that
there is a Hell but we do not know if it is
as described hy the author Mary Buxtor.

Before marriage, a man yeams for the woman
he loves.
After marriage, the “y" becomes sllent.

When a newly married coupie smiles,
everyone knows why.

When a ten-year married couple smiles,
everyone wonders why.

My wife told me to be more affectionate, so |
got two girifriends.

A husband said to his wife, "No, | don't hate
your relatives. In fact, | fike your mothes-in-law
better than mine.”

How do most men define marriage?
A very expensive way to get your (aundry done
free.
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